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On Saturday 30 September 2023, from 6 pm on, the exhibition Cloud by the duo Goldschmied &
Chiari will open in the Florence venue of the Galleria Poggiali. The event is part of the Florence Art
week that involves all the leading contemporary art institutions in the city, starting on 28
September.

This is the third solo show with the Poggiali Gallery by the artists Sara Goldschmied (Arzignano,
1975) and Eleonora Chiari (Rome, 1971), following their previous appearances in Pietrasanta and
Milan, and after their success at the Venice Biennale in 2022.

In this show, the Via Benedetta premises will be occupied by an original immersive video Cloud,
specially conceived for the occasion. In addition, a new circular photographic work on glass and
mirror of a diameter of 140 cm synthesises the performances using smoke bombs — also portrayed
in the video Cloud — that have become one of the duo’s most iconic expressive hallmarks.

Cloud, full HD with a runtime of 9’30”, was conceived in the attempt to sculpt an immaterial
substance such as smoke, and the video installation was specifically designed for the Florence
venue of the Poggiali gallery. On entering, the spectator is immediately immersed in the
performative space of Goldschmied & Chiari where the entire architecture is transformed by
exploding clouds of coloured smoke. The movie camera moves around the cloud to create a 3D
effect, making it three-dimensional and solid in time and space through 360-degree, slow motion
shooting.

The original soundtrack is by Zu, taken from the track ‘The Dawning Moon of the Mind’ on the
Jhator album. Goldschmied & Chiari and Zu know each other well and have been collaborating
since the beginning of their careers.

In the video, the artists explore the physicality of smoke and its ethereal nature, capturing its
impermanence on film as if it were a sculptural object in continual evolution. It can be observed
from any angle whatsoever and, just as it is gradually perceived, it vanishes, leaving the space
empty.

Smoke as hyperobject, an example of a complex and elusive phenomenon, ephemeral and
temporary, but with a long-term impact that extends in multiple directions. Something that
disappears rapidly but has an influence that extends in time and space: a symbol of what is hard to
define.

The title of the work — Cloud — has become a buzzword, but nevertheless its true nature is often
beyond our understanding. It is at once an abstract concept and an element that is ubiquitous in
our lives. The cloud is a transnational, invisible ecosystem that connects people, data and devices
all over the world. It is the guardian of our collective digital memory.

The project originated in a commission from the collector Bruno Paneghini, CEO of the Reti
company: one of the leading Italian players in the IT consultancy sector. This work was developed
in close liaison with the company’s HQ and business activities.

A catalogue including a critical article by Sergio Risaliti will be published.



Sara Goldschmied (1975 Arzignano (V1) and Eleonora Chiari (1971 Rome) formed the duo in
2001.They work in Milan with different media such as photography, performance, video and
installation exploring the concepts of history and memory "with a provocative approach always
played on the thin border between irony and parody, between displacement and visual and
semantic 'detournement' ". Throughout their work, Goldschmied & Chiari focus their gaze on
sexuality and female identity, in many cases using themselves as performers of their works.
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